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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This document is deliverable D1.5: Dissemination and Communication activities, version 2, which is
associated to Task 1.3 – Communication and Dissemination and part of WP 1 – Management and
Communication.
EXCITING is a 27-month project, funded partly by the EU’s H2020 programme, the Swiss Authority
and the Chinese Government. It aims to establish favourable conditions to boost cooperation between
Europe and China in the Future Internet area, and particularly in the 5G and IoT domains.
The objective of this document is to detail the various dissemination and communication activities that
have been implemented by the EXCITING consortium during the period of month 13 (November 2017)
to month 27 (January 2019).
The document focuses on the dissemination and communication activities of the project undertaken by
the consortium partners related to events, webinars, the website, promotional materials, newsletters,
press releases/ articles, social media, the PANORAMA tool, and opportunities for EU-China
cooperation. The document also addresses how the project has created impact, discusses deviations from
the original plan and provides final considerations.
Events
EXCITING co-organised a workshop with the F-Interop project titled GIoTS Industry Forum II: 5G
LSP European and Chinese Perspectives – EXCITING and F-Interop joint Workshop. The
workshop was held on June 4, 2018, in Bilbao (Spain) as part of the Global IoT Summit / IoT Week
2018 The workshop included presentations on challenges and opportunities in the 5G and IoT domains,
addressed interoperability and standardisation, presented relevant large-scale pilots on IoT and 5G, and
was also used for the public launch of the PANORAMA Tool. Presentations were delivered by project
partners (from Europe and China), Advisory Board Members and from the EC.
The workshop was an important opportunity to increase the project’s visibility, present key project
findings to a wider audience, liaise and share experiences with the F-Interop project and to further
involve the Advisory Board in the project.
The second event that EXCITING co-organised was the signing ceremony of the Memorandum of
Understanding between the Alliance for Internet of Things Innovation (AIOTI, represented by Mr.
Kees Van der Klauw) and the Alliance of Industrial Internet (AII, represented by Ms. Duo Liu). The
MoU was signed on November 8, 2018 during the 5th World Internet Conference – Wuzhen Summit,
together with a key panel session presenting AIOTI and IoT activities in Europe. The MoU highlights
AIOTI and AII’s agreement in cooperating on standardization, promotion of interoperability by
harmonizing reference architectures, identification and exchange of good practices, and collaboration
on projects implementing topics of joint interest (test beds).
In addition to EXCITING organised events, project partners have also participated in 17 other events
with the objective of creating awareness and presenting the project.
Webinars
EXCITING organised three webinars (https://www.euchina-iot5g.eu/resources/webinars/), which were
an opportunity to promote discussions on the topics of 5G and IoT, and to also present some of the main
project findings. The three webinars were:
•

Challenges and opportunities for policy and technical EU-China cooperation on 5G, which
aimed to discuss the main challenges and opportunities for policy and technical cooperation
between the EU and China in the field of 5G. The webinar had the participation of two Advisory
Board members who shared their expertise on the topic. This webinar was attended by 19
participants from twelve countries.
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•

Challenges and opportunities on IoT, which aimed to discuss the current EU-China White
Paper on IoT (2016), key topics that should be included in upcoming versions, and the status of
IoT standardisation in Europe and the importance of EU-China cooperation in this process. One
Advisory Board member participated in this webinar, which was attended by 12 participants
from eight countries.

•

EU-China cooperation opportunities: technical and policy perspectives, which aimed to
present key findings of the EXCITING white papers, namely related to standardisation and EUChina cooperation on Future Internet. This webinar only had project partners presenting. It was
attended by 32 participants from 18 countries.

Surveys were provided after the webinar to understand participants’ knowledge on the webinar topic,
the relevance of the information and quality of the webinar organisation.
Website
The project website (https://www.euchina-iot5g.eu/) was updated during this second period with
additional information and news about the project, including related to events, meetings and other
relevant outcomes. Information and materials on the webinars, project deliverables, white papers,
newsletters and other resources were paced on the website.
Promotional materials
The project brochure, developed at the beginning of the project, was printed and distributed at projectorganised events and others at which partners attended.
Newsletters
Three newsletters were developed with the objective of highlighting the main activities carried out by
the project during the period of M13-M27. The newsletters were released in March and July 2018 and
in January 2019.
Press releases and articles
Information related to project activities (e.g. meetings) and events (e.g. workshop, webinars) has been
published in the form of press releases/ articles to increase the visibility of these activities.
Social networks
EXCITING has been active on Twitter with the objective of showcasing relevant project activities and
outcomes, as well as to interact with other projects and initiatives working in similar areas. LinkedIn
was also used to disseminate information.
PANORAMA Tool
The PANORAMA Tool, which has been under development since the beginning of the project, was
officially launched during the GIoTS/IoT Week 2018. It provides stakeholders with relevant information
about the EU-China landscape and to help identify new opportunities for collaboration.
Opportunities for EU-China cooperation
Over the course of this period, three opportunities were defined/ established, including the MoU between
the AIOTI and AII, the EU-China collaboration on eMBB and V2X, and the development of a reference
model of IPv6 that addresses IoT deployments.
Impact
It is considered that the project has, in general, achieved the desired impact, having met the defined KPI.
The partners consider that the dissemination and communication efforts have helped generate awareness
in Europe and China, and have thus contributied to a positive project impact that, in the long-run, may
lead to new and effective EU-China cooperation in the Future Internet domain.
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1

INTRODUCTION

This document is deliverable D1.5: Dissemination and Communication activities, version 2, which
is associated to Task 1.3 – Communication and Dissemination and part of WP 1 – Management and
Communication.
This report is part of the EXCITING project, the EU-China study on IoT and 5G, which is jointly funded
by the European Union’s H2020 Research and Innovation programme, Ministry of Science and
Technology (MoST) in China, as well as the Swiss Authority.
As identified in the DoA, the objective of this deliverable is to provide a summary of the dissemination
and communication activities that have been implemented by the EXCITING consortium during the
previous reporting, i.e. from month 13 (November 2017) to month 27 (January 2019).
The deliverable provides information on the events organised and attended by partners (including the
target audience reached), the process and outcomes of webinars, communication established through the
project website and social media accounts, newsletters, promotional materials, and other relevant
channels.
Dissemination and communication have been the responsibility of all partners. During the current period
(M13-M27), all partners have been involved in the dissemination of the project.
Regarding the structure of this deliverable, it is divided into the following main sections:
•

Introduction: current section, which provides an overview of the deliverable.

•

Dissemination and communication activities developed: which provides a detailed
description of the different activities developed by the consortium regarding events, webinars,
the website, promotional materials, newsletters, press releases/ articles, social networks, the
PANORAMA Tool and EU-China cooperation opportunities.

•

Impact evaluation, which shows to what extent the activities and results have met the initially
proposed Key Performance Indicators.

•

Deviations to the Dissemination and Communication Plan, which briefly describes any
deviations compared to the initial dissemination and communication plan.

•

Final considerations, which provides an assessment of the results of the various activities
developed.

© EXCITING Consortium 2016-2018
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2 DISSEMINATION AND COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES
DEVELOPED
This section describes the various dissemination and communication activities implemented by the
EXCITING consortium. The main activities can be broken down into the following categories:
•

Events (those organised by EXCITING and others with participation of partners)

•

Webinars

•

Website

•

Promotional materials

•

Newsletters

•

Press releases and articles

•

Social networks

•

PANORAMA Tool

•

Opportunities for EU-China cooperation in the FI sector

2.1

Events

As defined in the DoA, EXCITING would (co-) organise four events (conferences and workshops,
divided among Europe and China) with the objective of disseminating the project and its key results.
These events would be organised as individual events or alongside other relevant events to ensure greater
participation and impact.
Between M1-M12, reported in Deliverable D1.4, EXCITING organised one large Conference (in
Beijing) and organised a workshop, alongside the IoT Week/Global IoT Summit held in Geneva (June
2017). These events mobilised approximately 200 and 50 stakeholders, respectively, many coming
directly from industry related organisations.
Between M13-M27, two additional events were co-organised by EXCITING, which are presented in
detail below. Similar to the previous period, EXCITING partners were also active in a number of
external events with the objective of creating awareness about the project.

2.1.1

Events organised by EXCITING

EXCITING workshop: 5G and IoT LSP European and Chinese Perspectives – EXCITING
and F-Interop Joint Workshop
The second EXCITING workshop1 was co-organised with the F-Interop2 project and was titled GIoTS
Industry Forum II: 5G LSP European and Chinese Perspectives – EXCITING and F-Interop joint
Workshop. The workshop was held on June 4, 2018, in Bilbao (Spain) as part of the Global IoT
Summit3/ IoT Week4 (4-8 June, 2018).
The main objective of the workshop was to present the status, challenges and opportunities in the
1https://sites.grenadine.co/sites/iot/en/iot-week-

2018/schedule/2692/997f51321a6666e0c788c706b0e665132548d4e7/GIoTS+Industry+Forum+II%3A+5G+LSP+European
+and+Chinese+Perspectives+-+EXCITING+and+F-Interop+Joint+Workshop+%28Part+I%29 and
https://sites.grenadine.co/sites/iot/en/iot-week2018/schedule/2979/997f51321a6666e0c788c706b0e665132548d4e7/GIoTS+Industry+Forum+II%3A+5G+LSP+European
+and+Chinese+Perspectives+-+EXCITING+and+F-Interop+Joint+Workshop+%28Part+II%29
2 F-Interop project: https://www.f-interop.eu/
3 Global IoT Summit 2018: https://www.globaliotsummit.org/giots-2018
4 IoT Week 2018: https://iotweek.org/iot-week-2018-bilbao/
© EXCITING Consortium 2016-2018
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domains of 5G and IoT, particularly focusing on interoperability and standardisation practices.
Furthermore, the workshop fostered a discussion on the current and foreseen EU-China collaboration
efforts in these fields, including large-scale pilots on IoT and 5G. The workshop was also used for the
public launch of the EXICTING PANORAMA tool5, which the consortium expects will contribute to
increased EU-China cooperation.
The workshop programme was broken down into several presentations, which focussed on the following
(full agenda of the workshop is found in the Annex 1):
•

Overview of the EC’s actions in China (Franck Boissière, IoT Unit, EC): this presentation
highlighted the fact that the EC has been working on identifying the best solutions for
international cooperation, but no optimal solution has been found. When discussing policy, an
important area where cooperation starts is in research. It was mentioned that there is yearly
dialogue between the EU and China, not only regarding technology but also policy, legal and
commercial aspects. The presentation then explored in further detail some key questions on 5G
and IoT development. Regarding how the EU and China can go further, it was mentioned the
idea of twinning projects, projects that are linked to national programmes. These are important
because of projects share common objectives, there can be an alignment of activities in order to
increase cooperation.

Figure 1. Franck Boissière, IoT Unit, EC providing his speech on the EC’s actions in China

5

•

Overview of EXCITING and F-Interop projects (Kai Zhang, Martel and Serge Fdida,
Sorbonne Université): in these presentations, the two presenters introduced the objectives of the
EXCITING and F-Interop projects, exploring their objectives, methodology, key expected
outcomes and project activities.

•

Understanding Interoperability (Serge Fdida, Sorbonne Université): this presentation focused
on the work carried out within the F-Interop project and the solution developed to enable
interoperability and conformance testing tools. The presentation focused on the core idea of the
solutions, requirements, testing location models, the architecture, software development kit,

EXCITING PANORAMA Tool: https://panorama.euchina-iot5g.eu/exciting

© EXCITING Consortium 2016-2018
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among others.
•

European IoT Standardisation: progressing EU-China common views (Georgios
Karagiannis, Huawei/AIOTI): this presentation mainly focused on showcasing the current status
of activities regarding IoT standardisation in the EU and the path forward to ensure an EUChina common view of standardisation. The presentation highlighted a number of international
and EU IoT standardisation activities, including the work of AIOTI, which was then discussed
in more detail, including at the level of its Working Group 03 (IoT Standarisation). The
presentation identified a number of gaps where cooperation could be useful, including IoT
architecture, interoperability, service and applications, security and privacy, among others.

•

EXCITING white papers on 5G and IoT (Latif Ladid, Université du Luxembourg and Andrea
Ferlini, Sorbonne Université): these presentations addressed the contents of the two white
papers developed within the EXCITING project related to the harmonisation of standards in IoT
and 5G and interoperability in 5G and IoT. The presentations addressed some of the key
activities related to standardisation and interoperability in 5G and IoT in Europe and in China,
as well as some recommendations to improve collaboration in these domains.

•

Large scale pilots on IoT and 5G in China (Yuming Ge, CAICT and Yang Yang, WICO: The
presentation of Yuming Ge focused on 5G large scale pilots (LSP), where it was presented the
5G trial roadmap in China, the process and architecture to meet the 5G KPI. Key 5G industrial
applications were also presented, including related to smart cities, connected vehicles, smart
health, industrial internet and virtual reality. The presentation of Yang Yang addressed a specific
IoT LSP related to a Monitoring System for the South-to-North Water Diversion project. The
presentation presented in detail the project, describing the installation of 100,000 sensors along
a 1,400 Km canal to track water quality, identify intruders and detect structural damage. The
presentation highlighted some key challenges, the technologies used and possible collaboration
opportunities with the FIOT-Lab, an open platform for the IoT industry.

Figure 2. Prof. Yang Yang, WICO, delivering his presentation about an IoT LSP in China

•

EXCITING EU-China PANORAMA Tool (Samuel Almeida, SPI): this presentation
supported the public launch of the PANORAMA tool. The presentation showed some of the
main aspects of the tool, including the information included and how to navigate it.

© EXCITING Consortium 2016-2018
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All presentations delivered at the workshop are available on the project website.
Approximately 15 6 participants attended the workshop, excluding project partners. Although a
questionnaire was distributed (in paper and digital format), and participants were asked to provide their
feedback, no responses were received. Thus, it was not possible to understand participants’ profiles.
The workshop was largely publicised on the project website7 , the social media channels (including
Twitter and LinkedIn), the EC’s CORDIS platform8,9 and the IoT Week newsletter10. A summary of the
outputs of the workshop was also published on the website news. Partners also publicised the workshop
on their own websites (see Section 0).
Relevance of the workshop for the project
The organisation of the EXCITING workshop (held in cooperation with the F-Interop project) was
important because it provided the project with a relevant stage to present the project and some of its key
outputs (e.g. white papers). The Global IoT Summit/ IoT Week had over 850 participants, many of them
experts in various IoT related areas, which was a relevant potential target audience for the project. The
fact that the initial presentation was provided by Franck Boissière of the EC’s IoT Unit was important
to also increase the visibility of the project within the EC.
The workshop was also relevant considering it was an important opportunity to liaise and share
experiences with F-Interop, another EU-funded project developing activities on a topic (interoperability)
that is also being addressed in EXCITING. In fact, this joint-workshop was a relevant opportunity to
discuss the state of the art and other practices related to interoperability that could then be used in future
EXCITING deliverables.
Furthermore, the workshop was an opportunity to further involve the Chinese partners of the project and
the Advisory Board. In fact, as aforementioned one of the presentations on 5G large scale pilots was
delivered by partner CAICT; the other presentation was delivered by Prof. Yang Yang (WICO), which
is one of the project’s Advisory Board members. It should be noted that a number of the questions from
the audience were in fact directed to Prof. Yang Yang about the Chinese IoT large-scale pilot, which
shows the audience’s interest in further understanding activities being implemented in China in this
domain.
Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between the AIOTI and AII
The fourth event that EXCITING co-organised was the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between the Alliance for Internet of Things Innovation11 (AIOTI) and the Alliance of Industrial
Internet12 (AII).
The organisation was mainly under the responsibility of the China Academy of Information and
Communications Technology (CAICT), which is an affiliate of the AII, Martel and Huawei. These
partners were involved in the organisation of this specific session which is an important milestone for
EXCITING but more importantly for EU-China cooperation in IoT.
The MoU was signed on November 8, 2018 during the 5th World Internet Conference – Wuzhen
Summit 13 , specifically during the “Digital Economy – from Zhejiang to the World” session of the
summit. AIOTI was represented by Mr. Kees Van der Klauw and AII was represented by Ms. Duo Liu.

Considering the number of participants at the event, there was expectation of a higher number of participants at the workshop.
However, the workshop started at 14h30, while three other sessions started at 14h00 and an additional five starting at the same
time. This is considered to have led to the lower number of participants in the session than expected.

6

7

https://euchina-iot5g.eu/event/conference-of-eu-china-collaboration-on-5g-and-iot-research/

https://cordis.europa.eu/event/rcn/146159/en
9 https://cordis.europa.eu/news/rcn/129581
10 https://mailchi.mp/iot-forum/iot-week-2018-giots-2018-workshops-3293361?e=fe875fb8b4
11 AIOTI: https://aioti.eu/
12 AII: http://en.aii-alliance.org/
13 Wuzhen Summit: http://www.wuzhenwic.org
8
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Figure 3. Signing ceremony of the MoU between AIOTI and AII (bottom left: Mr. Kees Van der Klauw, AIOTI;
bottom right: Ms. Duo Liu, AII)

In addition, at the Wuzhen Summit, a key panel session was organised, where Mr. Van der Klauw
presented AIOTI and its activities in Europe to the Chinese audience, highlighting the importance and
ambition of cooperation with China.
The partners that organised this signing ceremony were also critical in the process leading to the
development of the MoU. In fact, EXCITING partners were involved in the idea of an MoU between
the two organisations, identified the relevant contacts from both parties and supported closely the entire
agreement process over 17 months since March 2017.
Relevance of the signing of the MoU for the project
As aforementioned, the signing of the MoU is an important milestone for the project considering the
efforts involved in facilitating and establishing this cooperation mechanism between the AII and AIOTI.
It was one of the defined opportunities for EU-China technological cooperation and will be an important
milestone for Europe and China in the IoT domain.
Specifically, the MoU shows both parties intentions to contribute to the creation and development of
IoT industries and relevant applications for society. Furthermore, through cooperation activities, AIOTI
and AII have the objective of promoting the development of a digital economy by focusing on the
harmonisation of various aspects related to IoT. Specifically, the MoU highlights the two parties’
agreement in cooperating on standardization, promotion of interoperability by harmonizing reference
architectures, identification and exchange of good practices, and collaboration on projects implementing
topics of joint interest (test beds).
This cooperation also became one of the tangible legacies the project has left that will expectedly
positively impact in the IoT communities in Europe and China.

2.1.2

Events with EXCITING partners’ participation

From M13-M27, EXCITING partners have participated in various external events. Some of these events
were attended by more than one partner, others individually. Table 1 provides a summary of the events
with EXCITING participation, including the name of the event, location, date and type of dissemination
that was carried out.
© EXCITING Consortium 2016-2018
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Table 1. Summary of events with EXCITING participation
Event

YAKSHA Public Launch
Event (meeting)

IEEE IoT World Forum
2018 (conference)

IEEE-5G Summit 2018
(conference)

ENRICH your innovation
and business potential in
China (workshop)

Location

Date

Porto
(Portugal)

January 10,
2018

February 68, 2018

Singapore

Trento (Italy)

Brussels
(Belgium)

March 5-6,
2018

April 19,
2018

Partners

Type of dissemination

SPI

As coordinator of YAKSHA,
SPI discussed with EU and
ASEAN partners the
objectives and activities of
EXCITING, possible
synergies and distributed
brochures.

UL

UL as co-chair supported the
organisation of the event;
presentation of EXCITING
during dedicated networking
sessions.

SU

Open discussion about the
EXCITING project, its
objectives and expected
results during dedicated
networking sessions.

SPI

As coordinator of the
ENRICH China project, SPI
also presented EXCITING as
one of its key EU-China
projects during dedicated
networking sessions.

SPI

As coordinator of the
ENRICH China project, SPI
also presented EXCITING as
one of its key EU-China
projects during dedicated
networking sessions.

ENRICHI Innovation Tour
to China: Industry 4.0 &
Made In China
(Matchmaking tour)

Various cities
(China)

May 6-11,
2018

Global IPv6 Summit
(conference)

Hangzhou
(China)

May 21-22,
2018

UL

UL co-organised the Global
IPv6 Summit; presentation of
the project during dedicated
networking sessions.

Martel, SPI,
Inno,
InterInnov,
MI, SU

Participation in various
sessions; presentation of the
project during dedicated
networking sessions and
distribution of brochures.

Martel

Discussion about EXCITING,
its objectives and expected
results; distribution of project
brochure.

SPI

As coordinator of the
ENRICH China project, SPI
also presented EXCITING as
one of its key EU-China
projects during dedicated
networking sessions.

UL

UL as co-chair supported the
organisation of the event;
presentation of EXCITING
during dedicated networking
sessions.

GIoTS/ IoT Week

Bilbao (Spain)

June 4-7,
2018

European Conference on
Networks and
Communications (EuCNC)
2018
(conference)

Ljubljana
(Slovenia)

June 18-21,
2018

ENRICH your Business
and Innovation Potential in
China (workshop)

IEEE 5G World Forum
(conference)

Porto
(Portugal)

Santa Clara
(USA)

© EXCITING Consortium 2016-2018

June 25,
2018

July 9-11,
2018

Page 9

D1.5: Dissemination and Communication activities, version 2

Event

Location

Date

IEEE CIC International
conference on
Communications in China

Beijing
(China)

August 1618, 2018

ENRICH Matchmaking
and Innovation Tour to
China (Matchmaking tour)

Various cities
(China)

Wuxi World IoT Summit
(conference)
Wuxi (China)

September
13-21, 2018

September
14, 2018

Partners

Type of dissemination

UNIS

Discussion with Chinese
participants on the activities
developed within the
EXCITING project.

SPI

As coordinator of the
ENRICH China project, SPI
also presented EXCITING as
one of its key EU-China
projects during dedicated
networking sessions.

Martel

Discussion about the
EXCITING project, its
objectives and expected
results; distribution of project
brochure.

SPI

As coordinator of the
ENRICH China project, SPI
also presented EXCITING as
one of its key EU-China
projects during dedicated
networking sessions.

ENRICH In China
Matchmaking Tour
(Matchmaking tour)

Various cities
(China)

November
11-16, 2018

Global Network
Technology Conference
(GNTC)

Nanjing
(China)

November
14-16, 2018

UL

Supported the organisation of
the event; discussed
EXCITING with other
participants.

5G-DRIVE EU-China
kick-off meeting (meeting)

Beijing
(China)

November
19-23, 2018

SPI, Martel,
UNIS, MI,
UL

Discussion with Chinese
partners of the project on the
activities developed within the
EXCITING project.

December 36, 2018

Martel,
InnoTSD,
InterInnov,

Open discussion about the
EXCITING project, its
objectives and expected
results; distribution of project
brochure.

MI

Presentation of the
EXCITING project as part of
a presentation on the IPv6
model under Q3/20 of the
SG20.

UNIS

Discussion with other
participants regarding the
EXCITING project during
dedicated networking
sessions.

ICT 2018
(conference and event)

ITU-T SG20 Meeting
(meting)

IEEE GLOBECOM 2018

Vienna
(Austria)

Wuxi (China)

Abu Dhabi
(UAE)

© EXCITING Consortium 2016-2018
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2.2

Webinars

During M13-M27, the EXCITING consortium organised three webinars that were important
opportunities for the project to showcase promote discussions on key project topics, namely 5G and IoT
and how EU-China cooperation can take place within these domains.
Common to all webinars was the development of a preparation and impact analysis document (please
see Annex 2). This document was used to detail the objectives, methodology (e.g. topics to be addressed)
relevance of each webinar for the activities of the project, expected contributions to the project, expected
value to participants, and target metrics (e.g. number of participants, relevance of contents, etc.).
The GoToWebinar platform was selected to carry out the webinars. This facilitated the registration of
participants, the automatic sending of reminder e-mails, the implementation of the webinar (including
sharing of documentation), the acquisition of participant data during the webinar, and responses to a
post-webinar survey.
A post-webinar survey was prepared and shared with participants to collect their qualitative and
quantitative feedback on the relevance of the contents, the value of the contents for their organisations’
activities, and the organisation of the webinar. Quantitative feedback was collected using a 5-point
Likert scale. The three questions asked were:
•

Level of knowledge on the topic being discussed: Scale of 1-5; 1 = Limited knowledge; 5 =
Significant knowledge;

•

Relevance of information presented: Scale of 1-5; 1 = Not relevant; 5 = Very relevant;

•

Quality of webinar organisation: Scale of 1-5; 1 = Not well organised; 5 = Very well
organised.

A threshold for each of these questions was set at 3.5, which would indicate that the webinar was relevant
and well organised. Other qualitative questions were defined according to the specific topics addressed
in the webinar.
The following sections provide additional details on each specific webinar, including topics addressed,
key discussion points and feedback from participants. To note that another webinar was held in July
2017 (during the M1-M12 period), reported in deliverable D1.4.
All information related to the webinar, including speakers, presentations, summary notes and the
webinar recording are available on the EXCITING website under the “Webinars” section:
https://www.euchina-iot5g.eu/resources/webinars/.

2.2.1 Webinar on “Challenges and opportunities for policy and technical EUChina cooperation on 5G”
The second EXCITING webinar was organised on April 25, 2018 (10h30 CEST). The webinar focused
on and was titled “Challenges and opportunities for policy and technical EU-China cooperation on
5G”. The objective of the webinar was to discuss the main challenges and opportunities for policy and
technical cooperation between the EU and China in the field of 5G.
The workshop included the participation of two EXCITING Advisory Board Members: Jean-Pierre
Bienaimé (5G PPP Secretary General), who discussed the work of the 5G PPP and presented an
overview of EU-China policy and technical cooperation on 5G; and Christian Jacquenet (Orange), who
presented an overview of key existing challenges for 5G, which are relevant to both Europe and China.
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The agenda of the webinar was as follows:
Time

Topic

10:30

Welcome
Kai Zhang, Martel (Project Coordinator)
Status of EU-China policy and technical cooperation on 5G
Jean-Pierre Bienaimé – EXCITING Advisory Board Member
5G: Technical challenges
Christian Jacquenet - Orange & EXCITING Advisory Board Member

10:40
11:00
11:15
12:00

Discussion and Q&A
Closing

Specifically considering the Discussion and Q&A moment, the following points can be highlighted:
•

Interoperability will be one of the main points for intercontinental collaborations and trials.
However, there are challenges to consider, including harmonization of spectrum, which is one
of the most important topics to study.

•

Regarding slicing, one of the challenges is to show that operators will maintain network
neutrality and a diversified level of services.

•

Europe and China both share ambitious policies for 5G deployment. In Europe, this is visible
through the various 5G-PPP projects and the intentions to create an ecosystem different to that
of 3G and 4G.

•

Regarding the speed of 5G deployment, China has been first in terms of launches. However, in
Europe, most operators prefer to prepare 5G carefully while fully monetizing 4G and preparing
their business cases.

The webinar was attended by 19 participants, and had 29 registrations (66% participation/registration
ratio). The participants came from twelve different countries (i.e. Austria; Belgium; China; Finland;
France; Greece; Italy; Luxembourg; Poland; Switzerland; Turkey; United Kingdom) and also
represented different stakeholder types, including consulting organisations, education sector,
manufacturing, telecommunications and others.
Regarding the results of the post-webinar survey, responses were received from five participants. Table
2 provides a summary of the main participant feedback.
Table 2. Webinar no. 2 on 5G – participant feedback

Question

Answer

Level of knowledge and experience in the topic
discussed

3.4 / 5

Relevance of information presented
Quality of event organisation

3.6 / 5
4.2 / 5

Interest in getting involved in the project

3 positive answers

Indication of possible EU-China cooperation
activities on the topic (from participants)

•
•

Interop testing, vertical trials (in cities)
Joint testing, trials on 5G

•

Continuous involvement in EC international
cooperation projects / bilateral projects
Interoperability studies between e-car and
energy

Indication of interest in getting involved in
future EU-China cooperation activities (from
participants)
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Regarding the relevance of the webinar (in general and for the project), it was beneficial to better
understand the general status of European and Chinese cooperation in the domain of 5G. It allowed the
EXCITING partners and the audience to understand that Europe is making significant efforts to push
the deployment of 5G, particularly through the 5G-PPP projects. Furthermore, it was also discussed that
challenges still persist related to 5G, including automation, security, spectrum and standardisation.
It was considered that these outputs could be of relevance to a number of EXCITING tasks/ deliverables,
including Task 5.2 (D5.2) - Challenges, opportunities and recommendations for policy and ecosystem
co-operation between EU and China for IoT and 5G; and Task 5.3 (D5.2) – Challenges, opportunities
and recommendations for technical co-operation between EU and China for IoT and 5G.
From the participants’ standpoint, it is also considered that the webinar was relevant, taking into
consideration the quantitative feedback received in the survey. However, it is recognised that these
numbers must be analysed with caution, as just over 25% of participants answered the survey.
Nonetheless, it was positive to see a variety of stakeholders coming from different countries.

2.2.2

Webinar/workshop on “Challenges and opportunities on IoT”

The third EXCITING webinar/online workshop was organised on May 03, 2018 (10h30 CEST). The
webinar focused on and was titled “Challenges and opportunities on IoT”. The objective of the event
was to discuss the current EU-China White Paper on IoT (2016) and to discuss the key topics that should
be included in upcoming versions of the white paper. It also aimed to discuss the status of IoT
standardisation in Europe and the importance of EU-China cooperation in this process.
The webinar included the participation of an EXCITING Advisory Board member (Philippe Cousin,
Easy Global Market) and a project partner (Georgios Karagiannis, Huawei). Philippe Cousin presented
the EU-China White Paper on IoT, of which he is one of the authors, describing the latest IoT trends in
the EU, common challenges and a path for EU-China cooperation in the domain. Georgios Karagiannis
presented the status of IoT standardisation activities in Europe, particularly the work of Working Group
03 on IoT Standardisation.
The agenda of the webinar was as follows:
Time
10:30
10:40

Topic
Welcome
Kai Zhang, Martel (Project Coordinator)
Presentation of the EU-China White Paper 2016
Philippe Cousin (Easy Global Market) – EXCITING Advisory Board Member

11:15

IoT standardisation in the European Union: Progressing EU-China common views
Georgios Karagiannis, Huawei (EXCITING partner)
Discussion and Q&A

12:00

Closing

11:00

Regarding the Discussion and Q&A point of the webinar, the following main points can be highlighted:
•

Regarding the impact of data protection regulations at the EU level and their impact on IoT, it
was mentioned that the AIOTI WG03 is looking at the rules that must be taken into account for
the companies that are dealing with personal data. If any company is working in any area using
personal data, it must take care and respect this regulation. Furthermore, it was mentioned that
AIOTI is holding several webinars on this topic, delivered by experts in the security/privacy
area.
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•

China also has data protection rules, although different from the EU GDPR. For cooperation in
IoT, differences in data protection between the two parties would be a relevant aspect.

•

Regarding possible obstacles to EU-China cooperation in IoT, standardisation, trust and security
are key points to keep in mind. There are indications that IoT is not yet fully deployed due to a
lack of sense of security and privacy.

•

Both the EU and China are working very hard in regard to innovation in IoT across many
technologies. It is not possible to say one region is ahead of the other in this domain.

•

Regarding the real interest in collaborating on standardisation, China recognises that having
global standards is important, which would facilitate international cooperation and achieving
interoperable solutions.

In terms of attendance, the webinar was attended by 12 participants, and had 22 registrations (55%
participation/registration ratio). The participants came from eight different countries (i.e. Belgium;
France; Germany; Greece; Ireland; South Korea; Switzerland; United Kingdom) and represented eight
different stakeholder groups, including consulting organisations, the education sector, internet and
communications, standards in health, technologies, telecommunications, and others.
Regarding the results of the post-webinar survey, responses were received from only one participant.
Table 3 provides a summary of the main participant feedback.
Table 3. Webinar no. 3 on IoT – participant feedback

Question

Answer

Level of knowledge and experience in the topic
discussed
Relevance of information presented
Quality of event organisation
Interest in getting involved in the project
Indication of possible EU-China cooperation
activities on the topic (from participants)
Indication of interest in getting involved in
future EU-China cooperation activities (from
participants)

5
3
3
1 positive answer
•

N/A

•

N/A

With regard to the relevance of this webinar (for the audience and the project), it was important to
provide participants with an understanding – based on an overview of the white paper – of what past
and ongoing activities and trends are taking place in Europe and China in the IoT domain. More
importantly, it provided all participants with an understanding of what are the common challenges,
which provides an opportunity to reflect on how to address these challenges through collaborative
activities. The presentation on IoT standardisation in the European Union was also relevant as it not
only showcased the many activities being developed by the AIOTI specific to standardisation, but also
across its multiple working groups.
It was considered that these outputs would be of relevance to at least two EXCITING tasks/ deliverables,
including Task 3.1 (D3.2) – Identification of global standardisation opportunities for IoT and 5G (with
a focus on Europe and China) and Task 3.2 (D3.6) – Identification of global interoperability
opportunities for IoT and 5G (with a focus on Europe and China).
Considering the lack of participant feedback to the questionnaire, it was not possible to make a rational
assumption regarding their view on the webinar.
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2.2.3 Webinar on “EU-China cooperation opportunities: technical and policy
perspectives”
The fourth EXCITING webinar was organised on January 22, 2019 (15h30 CET). The webinar focused
on and was titled “EU-China cooperation opportunities: technical and policy perspectives.” It aimed to
discuss some of the key findings of the EXCITING white papers, namely related to standardisation and
EU-China cooperation on Future Internet. The webinar included the participation of project partners
involved in the implementation of project activities that were the main source of material for the webinar.
The agenda of the webinar was as follows:
Time
15:30

16:10

Topic
Welcome & EXCITING overview
Samuel Almeida, SPI and Kai Zhang, Martel (Project Coordinator)
EU-China cooperation opportunities and findings
• Review of standardisation perspectives
Latif Ladid, U. Luxembourg
• EU-China policy cooperation perspectives
Fabrice Clari, InnoTSD & Géraldine Quetin, InterInnov
Discussion and Q&A

16:30

Closing

15:40

Specifically considering the Discussion and Q&A moment, the following points can be highlighted:
•

Proposal on the spectrum for IoT will come from the 3GPP and will be sent to the ITU and
discussed during the World radiocommunication conferences (WRC) at the end of 2019. The
question of spectrum is sensitive, as it is not the same in Europe and China, and there are
questions on costs to be considered.

•

Regarding core standards that the EU and China should focus on in the immediate future, the
work of oneM2M should be taken into account. In China, there are various standardisation
bodies, even across verticals. For 5G, 3GPP is a cornerstone, as the Chinese also contribute
significantly here.

•

Regarding core policy areas that EU and China should address, privacy, trust and cybersecurity
are three pillars to consider, independently of the technology.

In terms of attendance, the webinar was attended by 32 participants and had 52 registrations (62%
participation/registration ratio). The participants came from 18 different countries, including from 13
EU countries and also from Belize, China, Georgia, Switzerland and Taiwan region. Participants
represented ten different stakeholder groups, including aerospace and defence, consulting organisations,
the education sector, government (federal and state/local), high tech, software, legal,
telecommunications, transportation and distribution, and others.
It should be highlighted that this was the most successful webinar in terms of number of people reached
(116, 38% more than the second highest), registrations (79% more than the second highest) and
participation (68% more than second highest).
It should also be noted that there was greater attention (the actual amount of time participants spent
looking at the presentations) and participation from partners (number of questions provided during the
Q&A session).

© EXCITING Consortium 2016-2018

Page 15

D1.5: Dissemination and Communication activities, version 2

Regarding the results of the post-webinar survey, responses were received from five participants. Table
3 provides a summary of the main participant feedback.
Table 4. Webinar no. 3 on IoT – participant feedback

Question

Answer

Level of knowledge and experience in the topic
discussed
Relevance of information presented
Quality of event organisation
Interest in getting involved in the project

3.6 / 5
3.4 / 5
4.2 / 5
4 positive answers
•
•

Indication of possible EU-China cooperation
activities on the topic (from participants)

•
•

Indication of interest in getting involved in
future EU-China cooperation activities (from
participants)

•
•

Participation in events related to EU-China
urbanisation
Development of scientific academic research
in biotechnology
Facilitation of EU-China cooperation in the
area of satellite communications
Involvement as an expert in international
urban cooperation
Participation in EU-China cooperation on
smart industry, IoT, 5G, life sciences, AI
and intelligent transportation
Engagement with Chinee companies

With regard to the relevance of this webinar (for the audience and the project), it was an important event
for dissemination purposes close to the end of the project, specifically the results of one of the project
white papers (on standardisation) and deliverable (the EU-China Future Internet Policy white paper).
More specifically, the webinar provided participants with a very exhaustive understanding of the many
standardisation bodies and activities that exist and are taking place in Europe and in China, as well as
those where they converge. Having used this approach for both IoT and 5G, the presentation on
standardisation is considered to have been very rich for participants, who were able to grasp a full range
of knowledge on standardisation activities. In addition, it provided participants with some background
on key priorities for technology and policy in Europe and China and showcased some key
recommendations that should be considered by EU and Chinese policy makers to facilitate cooperation
in three areas.

2.3

Website

The project website was EXCITING’s main tool for generating awareness, either by communicating
key aspects and activities of the project or disseminating project results. The website has been available,
from the start, in English and Chinese, and is available at the following link: https://euchina-iot5g.eu/
(English) and https://euchina-iot5g.eu/zh/ (Chinese).
The website includes information on the project objectives, relevant news, a calendar with future and
past events, information on the consortium, resources and contacts.
The resources section includes the project’s promotional materials, newsletters, webinar materials,
deliverables, white papers and access to the PANORAMA tool.
The website has been updated regularly with relevant information, including the most recent project
deliverables, information and materials specific to webinars, among others.

© EXCITING Consortium 2016-2018

Page 16

D1.5: Dissemination and Communication activities, version 2

Figure 4. Screenshot of the EXCITING website (English version)

Figure 5. Screenshot of the EXCITING website (Chinese version)
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Figure 6. Screenshot from the news piece related to the final EXCITING project meeting

Over 30 posts (news pieces) have been put on the project website, in English and in Chinese, regarding
different activities (e.g. project events, including their preparation and outputs, project meetings,
availability of newsletters and other materials, among others.
Google Analytics has been used to monitor the influx of visitors to the website and their consumption
of contents. Table 5 provides an overview of the main indicators related to the website. The values are
broken into two periods: M13-M27 (the period under the scope of this deliverable) and from M1-M27
(the total project duration).
Table 5. Main website indicators

Indicator

M13 – M27

Total (M1 – M27)

Users

1,943

3,789

Sessions

2,733

5,891

Pageviews
Average session
duration
Countries (users)
[top-3]

5,523
2 min., 10 sec.

12,785
2 min., 28 sec.

EU: 724 (36.5%)
USA: 361 (18.2%)
China: 176 (8.9)
Windows: 1,365 (70.2%)
Macintosh: 217 (11.2%)
iOS: 130 (6.7%)
Home: 2,194 (39.7%)
Deliverables: 237 (4.3%)
Webinars: 193 (3.5%)

EU: 1,209 (31.1%)
USA: 659 (16.9%)
China: 625 (16.1%)
Windows: 2,536 (66.9%)
Macintosh: 423 (11.2%)
iOS: 381 (10.1%)
Home: 3,970 (31.1%)
EU-China conference (Beijing): 1,164 (9.1%)
News: 458 (3.6%)

Operating system
(users)
[top-3]
Top-visited pages
(pageviews)
[top-3]

It can be seen that, in the period of M13-M27, there has been a been a positive number of sessions to
the website (over 2,700), which shows a good number of visits to the website. The fact that the average
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session duration is over two minutes indicates that visitors spend time consuming the website’s contents.
Regarding countries, the EU as a region is clearly dominant, followed by the USA and China. However,
if we break down the EU into individual countries, France is the only representative in the top 3 (353
users).
Overall, it can be said that these numbers are positive and have allowed the project to meet its KPI
regarding the project website: number of visitors to the website (target: 5,000; actual number: 5,891).

2.4

Promotional materials

A project brochure was developed at the beginning of the project to promote and raise awareness about
EXCITING. The brochure was distributed at the various events organised by EXCITING and at events
in which partners participated, providing stakeholders with a first understanding of the project and its
objectives, the methodology and approach, activities, expected outcomes, and the project consortium.
Two versions of the brochure were developed; one in English (Figure 7 and Figure 8) and another in
Chinese (Figure 9 and Figure 10).

Figure 7. Brochure cover page (English) – including title
and website
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Figure 9. Brochure cover page (Chinese) – including
title and website

2.5

Figure 10. Brochure interior (Chinese) – description of
the methodology and approach

Newsletters

From M13-M27, three newsletters were developed with the objective of highlighting the main activities
and outputs developed in the project. The three newsletters were delivered in March and July 2018, and
January 2019.
A standard structure for the newsletter was defined from the beginning of the project, including the
following sections:
•

Word from the Coordinator: provides a brief note from the Coordinator on the status of the
project.

•

EXCITING Updates: provides a review of the main project activities that have been developed
since the last newsletter release. These updates may be related to the organisation and results of
an event, a project meeting, webinar or similar.

•

EXCITING Things We’ve Been Doing: provides a summary of the various outputs, mainly
deliverables, of the project, including a brief summary.

•

EXCITING External News: provides a selection of news items related to developments in
Future Internet, 5G and/or IoT in Europe and China.

•

EXCITING and Relevant Events: provides a selection of some relevant upcoming events
related to 5G and/or IoT that are considered of interest to partners or other stakeholders.

The EXCITING newsletters can be found on the dedicated website page (https://www.euchinaiot5g.eu/resources/newsletters/), which provide links to English and Chinese versions of the newsletter.
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2.6

Press releases and articles

Various EXCITING activities have been published on several different channels, including those under
the responsibility of the partners as well as others. Publishing articles on partners’ own channels was an
important approach as it enabled the creation of awareness and access to other networks that often follow
closely updates related to specific organisations.
The following is a list of channels that have included news items about the project. The articles published
mainly focus on the dissemination and results of the EXCITING workshop (GIoTS/IoT Week, June
2018), project webinars and project meetings.
Partner channels
•

SPI organised and hosted the final meeting of the EXCITING project [SPI, January 2019]:
http://spi.pt/en.index#not-963

•

SPI organizou e recebeu no Porto a reunião final do projeto EXCITING [SPI, January 2019]:
http://spi.pt/p.index#not-962

•

EXCITING will be holding its final webinar "EU-China cooperation opportunities: technical
and policy perspectives" on January 22, 2019 [InnoTSD, January 2019]: https://www.innotsd.fr/fr/article/exciting-will-be-holding-its-final-webinar-eu-china-cooperation-opportunitiestechnical-and-policy-perspectives-on-january-22-2019

•

Martel celebrates EU-China MoU [Martel, November 2018]: https://www.martelinnovate.com/news/2018/11/12/martel-celebrates-eu-china-mou-on-iot/

•

SPI co-organised workshop on European and Chinese perspectives on 5G and IoT during the
Global IoT Summit / IoT Week 2018 in Bilbao [SPI, June 2018]: http://spi.pt/en.index#not-942

•

SPI coorganizou workshop sobre perspetivas da Europa e China nas áreas do 5G e IoT no
âmbito do Global IoT Summit / IoT Week 2018 em Bilbao 14 [SPI, June 2018]:
http://spi.pt/p.index#not-941

•

EXCITING holding a workshop during the Global IoT Summit/IoT Week 2018 [InterInnov,
June 2018]: http://www.interinnov.eu/news/2018/6/4/exciting-holding-a-workshop-during-theglobal-iot-summitiot-week-2018

•

EXCITING holding a workshop during the Global IoT Summit/IoT Week 2018 [InnoTSD, June
2018]: https://www.inno-tsd.fr/fr/article/exciting-holding-a-workshop-during-the-global-iotsummit-iot-week-2018

•

Join the EXCITING Webinar on 5G! [InnoTSD, May 2018]: https://www.innotsd.fr/fr/article/join-the-exciting-webinar-on-5g

Other channels
•

EXCITING holding a workshop during the IoT Week 2018 [CORDIS, May 2018]:
https://cordis.europa.eu/event/rcn/146159/en

•

EXCITING co-organised workshop on European and Chinese perspectives on 5G and IoT
during the Global IoT Summit / IoT Week 2018 in Bilbao [CORDIS, June 2018]:
https://cordis.europa.eu/news/rcn/129581/en

2.7

Social networks

EXCITING has been using social networking tools since the beginning of the project. They are an

14

Portuguese version of the news piece on the IoT week (news piece above).
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efficient means to engage with the community and to share information about the project to stakeholders.
Two social networks were set up for the project – Twitter and LinkedIn – and have been used to
announce project news, activities and project outcomes, as well as to highlight relevant outcomes from
other projects.
Twitter
Link: https://twitter.com/EUChina_IoT5G
Between M13-M27, EXCITING activity on Twitter included 160 tweets, followed 20 new accounts,
was followed by 131 new followers and had received 75 likes.
The total values for the project include 504 tweets, 95 accounts followed, followed by 237 other accounts
and 158 likes.
Considering the numbers for this period, as well as for the entire project duration, it is considered that
the use of Twitter was positive and had a good impact on the project. It allowed EXCITING to reach –
in a very simple and direct manner – a wider potential audience, providing them with quick updates
about the project. For some users, this is a primary means of communication as they prefer to follow
updates on the Twitter platform rather than on specific websites. Furthermore, the fact that the European
Commission is also a very active user of Twitter is a sign that the platform is very relevant and should
be highly used in any EU project.

Figure 11. Screenshot of the EXCITING Twitter account (January 2019)
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LinkedIn
Link: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12020929
Between M13-M27, the EXCITING activity on LinkedIn included 12 publications and seven new
members.
The total values for the project are 43 publications and 35 group members.
While it is recognised that LinkedIn is valuable and powerful tool, it is considered that this network did
not have the same impact as with Twitter. It is considered that the professional nature of this network
leads people to search for and engage with specific types of contents (e.g. business activities, etc.) that
are not necessarily those that are found in a project. Moreover, it is also considered that often, LinkedIn
users prefer to participate in groups that discuss specific topics (e.g. IoT, 5G) in view of acquiring new
information specific to their professional activities.
Thus, while the use of LinkedIn was important to have some redundancy of EXCITING updates on this
platform, it is considered that it had limited impact towards the project.

Figure 12. Screenshot of the EXCITING LinkedIn account
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2.8

PANORAMA Tool

The PANORAMA Tool was initially made available during 2017 as one of the assets of WP5. The tool
was developed to provide stakeholders with relevant information about the EU-China landscape and to
help identify new opportunities for collaboration.
The PANORAMA Tool was officially launched to the public at the GIoTS/ IoT Week (Bilbao, Spain)
on June 4, 2018. A number of updates have been introduced since its first release in 2017, which are
described below.
The PANORAMA online tool is available at the following URL: https://panorama.euchina-iot5g.eu.
Figure 13 represents the landing page of the PANORAMA Tool, where visitors are asked to indicate
their profile type: research, business stakeholder, developer, student, or other (non-mandatory).

Figure 13. Landing page of the PANORAMA Tool – visitors are requested to indicate their profile

Once an answer has been provided, visitors are taken to the main page, where they can access detailed
information about the EU-China landscape (Panorama), key events or additional information (Figure
14). To the right of the main menu, visitors also have access to a map that indicates what type of
organisations/ events/ information is available for Europe and China. Visitors can click directly on the
coloured markers and have immediate access to additional information on the selected item.
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Figure 14. Main page of the PANORAMA Tool

If a visitor selects the EU/China Panorama menu, they are taken to a new page that provides additional
sub-menus, specifically: Projects, Open Calls, Programmes, Funding Agencies, Accelerators, Networks
and Clusters, and Incubators (Figure 15). In each of these sub-menus, visitors are presented a list of all
items available in the PANORAMA Tool database. Furthermore, visitors can visualize additional
information on each item and access the respective website (when available).

Figure 15. Sub-menu of the EU/China Panorama menu

Additional functionalities have been implemented, including individual profiles and accounts. Visitors
are now able to register for an account and save their favourite items for immediate consultation.
In future updates, it is expected that users are able to submit their own contents to help increase the
quantity and quality of information available on the PANORAMA Tool.
The PANORAMA Tool will continue to host existing information but will also expand to new themes
and areas as it will be exploited by other EU-China focused projects.
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2.9

Opportunities for EU-China cooperation in the FI sector

Within the framework of the EXCITING project, partners have engaged in the identification and
establishment of several opportunities focusing on EU-China cooperation in the FI sector, namely within
the 5G and/or IoT domains, and several involving the participation of EXCITING parnters. This section
provides additional information on the outcomes of these opportunities.
Memorandum of Understanding between the Alliance for Internet of Things Innovation
and the Alliance of Industrial Internet
As presented in Section 2.1.1, one of the main contributions of the EXCITING project was the support
to the definition and signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Alliance for
Internet of Things Innovation (AIOTI) and the Alliance of Industrial Internet (AII). The MoU process
was mainly facilitated by CAICT, Martel and Huawei.
The MoU represents an important milestone in EU-China cooperation, namely in the IoT domain. As
aforementioned, the MoU demonstrates the interest and intentions of the AIOTI and AII to the creation
and development of IoT industries and relevant IoT applications for society. Furthermore, the two parties
aim to promote the development of a digital economy by focusing on the harmonisation of various IoT
aspects. Specifically, the MoU highlights the intentions to promote cooperation in the following four
areas: (1) standardization, (2) promotion of interoperability by harmonizing reference architectures, (3)
identification and exchange of good practices, and (4) collaboration on projects implementing topics of
joint interest (test beds).
EU-China collaboration on eMBB and V2X
By leveraging the contacts made during the project, contacts already available in partners’ networks, the
physical presence of partners in China, and existing and new knowledge gained during the project,
several EXCITING partners (Martel, SPI, UL, MI, UNIS) were able to engage in and explore a new
EU-China opportunity focusing on eMBB and V2X. The opportunity identified was to explore the ICT22-2018 topic on EU-China 5G Collaboration15. The focus of this topic is to conduct 5G trials addressing
two scenarios: (1) enhanced Mobile Broadband (eMBB) on the 3.5GHz band and (2) Internet of Vehicles
(IoV) based on LTE-V2X using the 5.9 GHz band for Vehicle-to-Vehicle (V2V) and the 3.5 GHz band
for Vehicle-to-Network (V2N). This topic required the participation and twinning with partners in
projects funded by China with a view to exchange knowledge related to these two scenarios and also
explore synergies. The mentioned partners joined forces with other technical EU organisations to
explore this opportunity and submit a proposal. The consortium consisting of these partners was
successful in this competitive opportunity and is now implementing a new 5G-focused project16, which
started in September 2018.
Development of a reference model of IPv6 that addresses IoT deployments
MI has created a reference model of IPv6 addressing plan for IoT deployments. The aim of the reference
model is to allow the connection of different smart city testbeds via IPv6. BUPT and MI have
successfully demonstrated its applicability. They have connected their testbeds through IPv6 by using
the IPv6 address plan. The respective COAP sensors, light sensors at BUPT's and temperature and
humidity sensors at MI’s testbed, can be accessed by both partners via IPv6. The reference model is
intended to be used by smart cities, public administrations and companies. Thanks to the address plan
data created by IoT devices can directly be shared by different stakeholders. In the case of MI, it allows
for data sharing between China and Europe, but could also be applied for any other organizations and
regions. MI has presented the address plan to the ITU SG20.

15
16

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/ict-22-2018
https://5g-drive.eu/
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SU (former UPMC) – CAS
SU has established cooperation activities with CAS via a PhD exchange programme. As of 2018, a
resident CAS researcher is now based in SU working on the EXCITING project and other FI related
projects and activities.
UNIS-WICO (5G Interop)
The 5G Innovation Centre at UNIS brings together leading academics and key industry partners in a
shared vision to help define and develop the 5G infrastructure that will underpin the way we
communicate, work and live our everyday lives in the future. 5GIC and WICO (5G Interop) have
demonstrated interest in pursuing international cooperation towards this object through several active
discussions. Concrete cooperation opportunities will be identified once specific opportunities mature.
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3

IMPACT EVALUATION

Defining and evaluating KPI is an important aspect of the project that helps provide an understanding
of the global impact of the project, including stakeholders reached and interest in the project.
Table 6 presents the defined quantitative indicators of the project for each activity, the target for the end
of the project, value for the period of M13-M27 and the total value at the end of the project.
Table 6. Quantitative impact assessment indicators

Measure

Brochure

Press Releases /
articles

Project Website

Social networks

Newsletter

Webinars

Indicators

Target (end
of project,
M27)

Value [M13M27]

TOTAL

Nº of brochures
distributed in
Europe

600

200

500

Nº of brochures
distributed in
China

600

200

400

Nº of news items
released

20

11

25

Links on the
web

5,000

Users: 1,943;
Sessions: 2,733;
Pageviews:
5,523

Users:
3,789;
Sessions17:
5,891;
Pageviews:
12,785

Analytics from
project website

131

237

7

35

Nº of visitors to
the website

Nº of followers
Twitter
Nº of followers
LinkedIn

200

Source of
evidence
Consortium
information,
built upon
partner’s
contacts,
events, etc.

Monitoring
EXCITING
profiles on such
networks

Nº of readers

400

6118

391

Recording of
emails sent

Nº of editions
released

4

319

4

Newsletter link
on the website

Nº of webinars
organised

3

320

4

Nº of participants

15 participants/
webinar

2121 (Average)

71
participants
(total); 17,8
(average)

Usefulness of
presented
material (Scale 15)

3.5 Average
(New KPI)

3.322 (Average)

3.3
(Average)

Analytics taken
from
GoToWebinar
platform

Sessions refer to a new visit to the website; pageviews may represent the visualization of multiple pages within a single
session.
18 With GDPR, the number of e-mails to which the newsletter could be sent was reduced significantly. Number also includes
visits to the newsletter-specific page on the website.
19 Released March 2018, July 2018 and January 2019.
20 Webinars held on April 25, 2018; May 03, 2018 and January 22, 2019.
21 Webinar 02 (April 2018): 19 participants; Webinar 03 (May 2018): 12 participants; Webinar 04 (January 2019): 32
participants.
22 Webinar 02 (April 2018): score of 3.6/5; Webinar 03 (May 2018): score of 3/5 [one answer]; Webinar 04 (January 2019):
score of 3.4/5.
17
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Measure

Workshops

Conferences

Project events

Indicators

Target (end
of project,
M27)

Value [M13M27]

TOTAL

Nº of Workshops
organised

3 (2 in EU, 1 in
China)

1+123

3

Nº of participants

120

15 (workshop) +
150 (MoU)

165

Nº of
Conferences
organised

1

Nº of participants

150

Level of
participants’
knowledge on
topics presented

3.5 Average
(New KPI)

424
(Average)

4

Relevance of
material
presented

3.5 Average
(New KPI)

3.325
(Average)

3.3

Quality of event
organisation

3.5 Average
(New KPI)

3.826
(Average)

3.8

Interest in getting
involved in the
project

75% interest
(New KPI)

80%
(Average)

80%

Participation in
external events

No. of events
attended

Opportunities
for EU-China
technological
cooperation in
the FI sector

No. of
opportunities

5

No. of E-books

1 (on
Standardisation
for IoT and
5G) in Y2 1
(on
Interoperability
for IoT and
5G) in Y2

E-books on IoT
and 5G
standardisation
and
interoperability

30

Achieved in M1M12

1
200

Source of
evidence
Attendance
proof (e.g.
photos)
Attendance
proof (e.g.
photos)

Participant
survey data
taken after end
of webinar

35

Participant
registration and
attendance
proof

2

5

Documented in
partners’
internal
documents

2

227

Publication of
E-books on the
project website

17

The organisation of a workshop in China was replaced with efforts to support the formal organisation of the signing of the
MoU between the AII and AIOTI.
24 Webinar 02 (April 2018): score of 3.4/5; Webinar 03 (May 2018): score of 5/5 [one answer]; Webinar 04 (January 2019):
score of 3.6/5.
25 This indicator is similar to the ‘usefulness of presented material’ indicator for ‘webinars’.
26 Webinar 02 (April 2018): score of 4.2/5; Webinar 03 (May 2018): score of 3/5 [one answer]; Webinar 04 (January 2019):
score of 4.2/5.
27 The E-books will be available in February 2019.
23
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Complementary information on the impact evaluation
Brochures
During the period M13-M27, a second batch of brochures (400 copies, English and Chinese) were
printed, distributed among partners and shared with various stakeholders. They were made available at
the GIoTS/IoT week (co-organsied by EXCITING) as well as at various events participated by partners.
The Chinese version of the brochure was distributed during events held in China where partners attended.
The target number has not been reached through distribution of printed brochures, but there have also
been visualisations of the brochure via the project website.
Project website
The analytics feature installed on the project website provides various levels of information regarding
the users, their origin and information consumed, among others. Approximately 3,800 users visited the
website, representing about 5,900 sessions (a session corresponds to each visit by a user, even if a
returning user). As presented in Section 2.3, and although not a main indicator, it should be noted that
the average session duration is approximately 2.5 min, which suggests that users spent a relevant amount
of time visualizing contents from the website.
Newsletter
Three newsletters were released during the period, which also coincided with the implementation of the
GDPR. This reduced the number of e-mails to which the project could directly e-mail the final newsletter.
Thus, the values for the period are based on the actual number of e-mails sent and visualizations
estimated from the accessing the newsletter on the website.
Webinars
Three webinars were carried out in the period with the objective of disseminating knowledge on topics
under the umbrella of the project as well as specific project results. To assess the relevance of these
webinars (and project events in general), a document was developed to help prepare their
implementation and evaluate participant feedback and impact (see Annex 2). This resulted in new KPI
that were not measured in the previous period. It can be highlighted that, on average, the number of
participants per webinar was achieved (although the number of participants in the webinar on 5G was
below 15). It can also be noted that, on average, participants indicated that the materials/information
presented in the webinars was useful. However, it is recognized that these numbers should be interpreted
considering the low number of participants that answered the survey.
(Project organised) Events
Events includes workshops and conferences. During the first period (M1-M12), one conference was
held in China and one workshop was held in Brussels. In the period of M13-M27, one workshop was
co-organised jointly with the F-Interop project during the GIoTS/IoT Week 2018 in Bilbao (Spain). The
level of participation was below expectations, mainly due to the many sessions running in parallel, some
having started before the EXCITING workshop. Regarding the second event in the period, as mentioned
in Section 2.1.1, EXCITING focused its efforts on supporting the signing of the MoU between the AII
and AIOTI during the 5th World Internet Conference – Wuzhen Summit (November 2018), as well as
the panel discussion on AIOTI’s activities in Europe.
Similar to what was done for the webinars, the event’s preparation and impact document was prepared
for the EXCITING workshop, as well as survey to collect the desired quantitative/qualitative
information. The survey was made available online and in paper and distributed to those that attended
the workshop. However, no responses were collected for the workshop. Thus, results the values
presented for the Project Events measure refer only to webinar data.
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4 DEVIATIONS TO DISSEMINATION AND COMMUNICATION
PLAN
Considering the updated dissemination and communication plan presented in Deliverable D1.4, the
majority of the activities implemented in this period followed the proposed timeline. No significant
deviations occurred. Some activities were delayed as a result of the extension of the project in three
months (from October 2018 to January 2019).
The second and third webinars took place in April and May, but the final webinar was delayed until
January 2019 to coincide with the end of the project. The second workshop was implemented in June
2018 (as planned), with the final EXCITING-organised event being held in November 2018. Newsletters
were released in March and July 2018 as planned, with the final newsletter released in January 2019.
The development of press releases/articles were done as necessary to coincide with key project activities
(e.g. workshop, webinars).
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5

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

Dissemination and communication have assumed an important role in the EXCITING project, as a CSA.
The dissemination and communication activities implemented during this period and the entire project
have supported the generation of awareness about EXCITING, enabled the sharing of important
information related to the EU-China cooperation framework, and the status and opportunities related to
standardisation and interoperability in 5G and IoT. These activities were implemented and targeted to
various stakeholder groups, ranging from the R&D community to the industry and policy makers. The
organisation of events within EXCITING and the participation of partners in several external events has
allowed the project to engage with stakeholders, inform them about the project and expected results, and
thus contribute to a greater interest in future EU-China cooperation activities.
It is considered that, in general, the project has met its proposed impact targets, as measured through
quantitative KPI (see Section 3), and thus has met the defined objectives and helped achieve the desired
impact.
Of particular importance were the organisation of project events, including one large conference in
China and two workshops in Europe (at the GIoTS/IoT week in 2017 and 2018, respectively). In these
events, the project was able to engage with industry representatives, academics, policy makers and the
general public, from Europe and China. In the EXCITING workshop organised in June 2018, the
participation of Chinese partners and an Advisory Board member was important to increase the Chinese
participation in the project and also to allow the workshop participants to understand some of the
relevant activities being implemented in China. It is also important to highlight the efforts of EXCITING
with the MoU signed between the AIOTI and AII. Facilitating this MoU has been one of the key
objectives of the project and was successfully achieved.
The organisation of three webinars during this period were also important to increase the participation
of the EXCITING Advisory Board members, allowing them to share some of their knowledge related
to 5G and IoT, and also for the partners to share some of their key project findings. Presentations, video
recordings and summary notes related to the webinars will be kept on the project website for the next
three years, thus allowing future visitors to have access to this information.
In summary, the EXCITING partners believe that the efforts made in regard to dissemination and
communication have been positive in generating awareness in Europe and China, thus contributing to a
positive project impact that, in the long-run, may lead to new and effective EU-China cooperation in the
Future Internet domain.
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6

ANNEXES

Annex 1. EXCITING workshop: 5G and IoT LSP European and Chinese
Perspectives – EXCITING and F-Interop Joint Workshop Agenda
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Annex 2. EXCITING events’ preparation and impact analysis document
[Preparation and impact analysis document – Page 1 of 2]
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[Preparation and impact analysis document – Page 2 of 2]
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